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Akbar's accession to Aurangzeb's death was occupied by four long and
strong reigns, and for a century and a half the Mughal was fairly
India's master. Then came the ruinous crash of an overgrown cen-
tralized empire whose spoils were fought over by Afghans, Sikhs, Jats,
revolted viceroys, and rebellious military adventurers. The two Saiyids
governed the empire under the name of Farrukh Siyar; Jodhpur was
invaded, and the Rathor chief was forced to give a daughter to the
titular emperor. He leagued with the Saiyids until they were murdered,
when, in the tumult that followed, he seized Ajmer in 1721.

About thirty years later, there were disputes regarding the succession
to the Jodhpur chiefship, and one of the claimants called in the Ma-
rathas, who got possession of Ajmer about 1756 ; and from this time
Rajputana became involved in the general disorganization of India.
The primitive constitution of the clans rendered them quite unfit to
resist the professional armies of Marathas and Pathans, and their tribal
system was giving way, or at best transforming itself into a disjointed
military feudalism. About this period, a successful leader of the Jat
tribe took advantage of the dissolution of the imperial government to
seize territories close to the right bank of the Jumna and to set up
a dominion. He built fortresses and annexed districts, partly from the
empire and partly from his Rajput neighbours, and his acquisitions
were consolidated under his successors until they developed into the
present Bharatpur State. The Rajput States very nearly went down
with the sinking empire. The utfer weakness of some of the chiefs
and the general disorder following the disappearance of a paramount
authority in India dislocated the tribal sovereignties and encouraged
the building of strongholds against predatory bands, the rallying of
parties round petty leaders, and all the general symptoms of civil con-
fusion. From dismemberment among rival adventurers the States were
rescued by the appearance of the British on the political stage of
Northern India. In 1803 all Rajputana, except the remote States in
the north and north-west, had been virtually brought under by the
Marathas, who exacted tribute, annexed territory, and extorted sub-
sidies. Sindhia and Holkar were deliberately exhausting the country,
lacerating it by ravages or bleeding it scientifically by relentless tax-
gatherers; while the lands had been desolated by thirty years of in-
cessant war.

Under this treatment the whole group of ancient chieftainships was
verging towards collapse, when Lord Wellesley struck in for the British
interest. The victories of Generals Lake and Wellesley permanently
crippled Sindhia's power in Northern India, and forced him to loosen
his hold on the Rajputana States in the east and north-east, with two *
of which the British made a treaty of alliance against the Marathas. In
1 Bharatpur in September and Alwar in November, 1803,